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"BTEC is now recognized by industry and agencies as the most powerful voice in advocating for biomass thermal 
energy to meet America’s desire to heat renewably. This organization is driving effective policy and regulation that 
builds the market for renewable biomass thermal energy and CHP." 

Dan Wilson, Wilson Engineering Services 
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Greetings, 
 
Our organizations appear to have similar interests in this industry and 
we would like to introduce ourselves. We are the Biomass Thermal 
Energy Council (BTEC), the leading trade association for the biomass 
heating & combined heat and power industry in the United States. The 
Council’s mission is simple, but important: advance the use of biomass 
for heat and other thermal energy applications. 
 
That mission has attracted members from across the U.S. and abroad. 
Our membership is united in achieving one common goal: equal 
treatment. As you may know, the biomass electric and biofuel 
industries are already well represented in Washington, and they have 
made their voices heard. Similarly, the solar and wind industries have 
been hugely successful in securing financial incentives and tax credits, 
creating long term sustained growth for their sectors. Beyond that, 
they’re widely recognized on the local, state, and federal levels as 
viable renewable energy alternatives. 
 
Our sector is disadvantaged by both the omission of thermal energy 
from energy legislation and the omission of biomass from 
consideration as a renewable fuel source. This positions BTEC 
uniquely to represent you and your customers, and on your behalf, we 
engage in legislative advocacy, technical affairs, education, and 
research to elevate our industry and expand the market for your 
products and services.  
 
The top four reasons why you should join: 
 

1. Biomass heating and CHP need a strong advocate in 
Washington 

As energy and tax policy are being discussed in Washington, it is 
absolutely essential that BTEC is at the table advocating for 
inclusion of thermal energy in any energy legislation, and the role 
of biomass as the country’s most significant share of renewable 
energy. Your membership contributes to ensuring that your 
industry—and your business—have a strong voice in these 
discussions. 

 

2. BTEC keeps you up to speed and involved in game-
changing regulatory issues 

Keeping up to date on regulations that may affect your business 
can be a full-time job. Our experienced government affairs team in 
Washington keeps you informed on—and engaged in—the latest 
developments related to our industry. Additionally, you can 
become more involved through our committees and work groups 
that are shaping standards, emissions limits, and safety 
recommendations. From boiler efficiency to wood chip standards, 
from thermal storage to pellet fuel best practices, BTEC is heavily 
engaged in developing workable and safe guidelines that help 
improve the viability of our technologies for the consumer. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
  

 
 

3. BTEC is your platform to connect with other leaders in 
the biomass thermal industry 

BTEC members span most states and include landowners, 
biomass fuel producers, appliance manufacturers, distributors, and 
many others in the biomass community. And their contact 
information is at your fingertips. Membership is the easiest way to 
stay connected to the companies and interests outside of your 
traditional markets. BTEC is also actively hosting or supporting 
several regional affiliates, like the Northeast Biomass Thermal 
Working Group, to capture local and state activities and 
achievements, and communicating those messages in our national 
advocacy. 

 

4. BTEC educates consumers, policy makers, and the 
public 

We understand that you spell biomass consumer with a capital 
“C”: your clients are diverse, have complex needs, and want 
reliable information. BTEC is continuously creating new 
presentations, previously unavailable technical documents, and 
original case studies that you can use to help build demand for 
your products and trust in your communities. Weekly online 
newsletters, including breaking news, business opportunity 
notices, regulatory and legislative action alerts, and members-only 
web resources keep members updated on the latest developments 
in biomass thermal energy.  

 
Needless to say, we continue to face a very difficult climate for any 
legislation in Washington. However, our industry is well positioned to 
compete on a level playing field in the energy industry. With your time 
and talents, BTEC will continue to support of our industry’s positive 
contribution to the nation’s environmental, energy, and economic 
goals. In 2016, we are aggressively building the Congressional 
Biomass Caucus, supporting the BTU Act, advocating for common 
sense emissions and boiler efficiency standards, and recognition of 
the beneficial carbon benefits of biomass energy. If enacted, these 
policy initiatives would greatly expand the use of biomass for thermal 
energy in the United States.  
 
Your decision to become a member in BTEC is an investment in the 
future of your business. We hope you join us. Meanwhile, take a look 
at our website and materials and feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions. 

 
Best, 
 

 
 
 
 
Jeff Serfass  
Executive Director 
202-596-3974 x312 
jeff.serfass@biomassthermal.org  
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ABOUT US 

ABOUT THE BIOMASS THERMAL ENERGY COUNCIL 

The Biomass Thermal Energy Council is a nonprofit association dedicated to advancing the use of bio- 
mass for heat and other thermal energy applications. 

 

The Biomass Thermal Energy Council (BTEC) is an association of biomass fuel producers, appliance manufacturers and 
distributors, supply chain companies and non-profit organizations that view biomass thermal energy as a   renewable, 
responsible, clean and energy-efficient pathway to meeting America’s energy needs. BTEC engages in research, education, and 
public advocacy for the fast growing biomass thermal energy industry. 

BTEC connects   you   to   other   leaders   in   the   biomass   industry 
BTEC members span most states, Canada, and Europe, and include landowners, biomass 

fuel producers, appliance manufacturers, distributors, and many others in the biomass ther- 

mal community. Membership is the easiest way to stay connected to the companies and 

interests outside of your traditional markets. BTEC also supports several regional affiliates 

to focus on local and state activities and achievements, and communicate those messages 

in national advocacy. 

 

BTEC promotes technical and regulatory acceptance 
As our industry grows, customers and regulators are demanding more convenient and ef- 

ficient products comparable to fossil and renewable energy systems. BTEC is promoting 

fuel and technology best practices, information sharing, and testing protocols to regulatory 

bodies, standards associations, and the industry at large. As a member, you have the op- 

portunity to participate in these discussions through the Technical and Regulatory Affairs 

Committee. 

 

Biomass heat and CHP needs a strong advocate in Washington  
As energy policy is discussed in Washington, it is absolutely essential that BTEC is there 

advocating for inclusion of thermal energy in any energy legislation, and reminding 

lawmakers that biomass constitutes the most significant share of renewable energy. Your 

membership is a way to ensure that your industry - and your business - have a strong 

voice in these discussions. 

 

BTEC helps you maintain legislative and regulatory awareness   
Keeping up to date on legislation and regulation that may affect your business can be a 

full-time job. Our experienced government affairs representative in Washington keeps you 

informed on and engaged in the latest developments in the biomass thermal industry. 

 

BTEC educates consumers, policy makers, and the public 
BTEC works to educate consumers, policymakers, investors, media, and other stakeholders 

on the facts related to biomass thermal energy. We are continuing to develop member 

resources like webinars, presentations, and fact sheets you can use to help build demand 

for your products and trust in your communities. We are also providing recognition for 

biomass heating systems through the “Biomass Green Heat Registered Site” program and 

tools like the Wood Energy Financial Calculator and policy incentive database. 

 

 

 
Biomass thermal energy is the use 

of biomass for space and water 

heating, process heating, and the 

thermal component of combined 

heat and power. Biomass is a 

renewable, carbon-neutral, 

domestic alternative to fossil fuels. 

 
Types of biomass used for thermal 

energy include wood and wood 

residues, energy crops, agricultural 

residues, animal waste, and other 

organic matter. 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
The following members are recognized as Sustaining Members because of their generous financial contributions 
beyond the required membership dues. All Sustaining Members contribute at least $12,500 annually to BTEC. 

 

• Bear Mountain Forest Products 

• Forest Energy Corporation 

• Central Boiler 

• Marth 

• New England Wood Pellet 

 

CURRENT MEMBERS 
 

• ACT Bioenergy 

• Advanced BioHeat 

• AFS Energy Systems, Inc. 

• Alliance for Green  Heat 

• American Bio Boilers Corpora- 

tion 

• American Biomass Corp. 

• American Boiler Manufacturers 

Association 

• American Wood Fibers 

• ANTARES  Group, Inc. 

• APEX 

• Bear Mountain Forest Products 

• Biomass Briquette Systems 

• Biomass Combustion Systems 

• Biomass Energy Laboratory / 

Timber Products Inspection 

• Biomass  Energy Works 

• Biomass Engineering & Equip- 

ment 

• Biotech Energy NY 

• Blue Delta Energy 

• Buy The Fire 

• Caluwe, Inc., Hydro-To-Heat- 

Convertor 

• Central  Boiler Inc 

• Chip Energy 

• Clarkson University 

• Continental Biomass Industries 

• Cousineau Forest Products 

• DCM Logic LLC 

• Dejno’s Inc 

• Electra Therm 

• Enginuity Worldwide LLC 

• Enwave Seattle 

• EvoWorld 

• Forest  Energy Corporation 

• FutureMetrics 

• Herty Advanced Materials 

Devel- opment Center 

• Hot Zero 

• Innovative Natural 

Resource Solutions 

• Interphase Energy 

• Isoplus Piping Systems 

• LPC Services Inc 

• Maine Energy Systems 

• Maine Pellet Fuels Association 

• Malheur Lumber Company 

• Marth 

• Maryland Wood  Energy 
Coalition 

• Messersmith Manufacturing 

• New England Forestry 

Founda- tion 

• New England Wood Pellet LLC 

• Northeast Mill Services 

• Ochoco Lumber Company 

• Oregon Department of  Forestry 

• Pelletco, LLC 

• Pennsylvania Biomass Energy 

As- sociation (PBEA) 

• Proe Power Systems 

• R&S Logistics 

• Ray Albrecht 

• RenewTech Holdings LLC 

• Resource Professionals Group 

• Resource Systems Group 

• Richmond Energy Associates 

• Rotochopper 

• Rovanco Piping Systems 

• Sandri Energy LLC 

• Seeger Green Energy 

• Smokeless Heat 

• Southern Alliance for 

Clean Energy 

• State University of New  York 

• Sustainable Northwest 

• Tarm Biomass 

• The Center for Natural   Capital 

• Trane / Ingersoll Rand 

• Twin  Ports Testing, Inc. 

• University of Idaho 

• University of Minnesota Duluth 

• University of Minnesota Morris 

• Urecon 

• Vecoplan 

• Verdante Bioenergy Services 

• Vermeer 

• Viessmann 

• Vincent’s Heating and Fuel 

Ser- vice 

• West Penn Power 

Sustainable Energy Fund 

• Western Ag Enterprises 

• Wilson Engineering Services, PC 

• Wisewood 

• Wood  Energy Solutions 

• Woodmaster 



 

 

 
 
BTEC: Building a Better Environment for Biomass 
 
The Biomass Thermal Energy Council (BTEC) engages in policy advocacy to establish a level playing field for biomass 
thermal energy fuels and technologies.  BTEC also conducts education and outreach activities to provide policymakers, 
investors, media, and other stakeholders with accurate information on the benefits of biomass heating and CHP.  
  
Thanks to the support of members, BTEC has had a number of important accomplishments in these areas. Below is a 

summary of some of the most notable achievements from 2015.  
 
 

Background: Leveling the Playing Field 
 
Biomass resources will not be directed to their most efficient uses without technology-neutral energy policy. And the current 
reality is that less-efficient electricity and transportation end-uses for biomass are heavily incentivized at both the state and 
federal levels, in addition to the continuing subsidization of fossil fuels and other renewable energy technologies like wind, 
solar, and geothermal. 

 
Incentives in one sector impact the price of raw biomass materials in all other sectors. America needs a level playing field, 
where biomass thermal can compete on its merits with biomass power and transportation fuels.  BTEC is the voice for the 
thermal industry.  

 
 

Promoting Tax and Incentive Parity through State and Federal Legislation 
 
Federal Programs 
 

 2014 Farm Bill – Won mandatory funding for the Bioenergy Program for Advanced Biofuels Program (Sec. 9005) at 
$15 million/year, and is actively seeking a revision to the program’s inequitable payment formula.  Joined coalition in 
support of mandatory funding for the Renewable Energy for America Program (REAP). 

 
Residential/Commercial/Industrial Biomass Heating Systems  

 

 Introduction of S. 1007 & H.R. 2715 - The Biomass Thermal Utilization Act of 2013 (Sens. King, Collins, and Reps. 
Michaud and Welch) – Guided state and national advocates in creating the bill language, pitching it to congressional 
champions, and building support for the incentive that would establish tax parity of up to a 30% credit for residential, 
commercial, and industrial biomass thermal equipment. 
  

 Introduction of S. 1000 – Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act of 2011 (Sen. Shaheen) - The bill would 
provide a suite of industrial energy efficiency tax incentives and revise federal energy purchase mandates to include 
thermal energy from biomass.   

 
Combined Heat and Power/Renewable Energy Credits  
 

 Support of H.R. 4915 – POWER (Power, Efficiency, and Resiliency) Act of 2014 (Rep. Schwartz) – The bill would 
increase the investment tax credit (ITC) for combined heat and power systems (CHP), and biomass would serve as 
an eligible fuel. 

 
State and Regional 
 

 Called for equitable treatment and consideration of biomass heating technologies in the State of Oregon’s renovation 
of government buildings.  

 

 Offered recommendations for the State of Maryland to include renewable biomass thermal energy in the state’s 
Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS).  

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Improving the Regulatory Environment for Biomass Fuels and Technologies 
 

 Beginning in 2015, offering dedicated technical support for the inclusion of biomass thermal fuels and technologies in 
building standards such as ASHRAE 189.1, the USGBC’s LEED program, and the Dept. of Energy’s Better Building’s 
Alliance. 
 

 Formed a “Renewable Thermal Coalition” with solar thermal and geothermal advocates to ensure that federal 
agencies are able to count renewable heating and cooling sources toward federal energy mandates. 
 

 Represented the biomass heat industry in a broad bioenergy coalition to recognize the carbon benefits of biomass in 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposed biogenic emissions rulemaking.  

 

 Obtained achievable emissions limits and wider use of work practice standards for commercial and industrial biomass 
boilers in the Environmental Protection Agency’s Boiler MACT rules.  

 

 Drafted Best Management Practices (BMPs) for the safe delivery and storage of bulk wood pellet fuel s and capturing 
the latest research on fuel safety. 

 

 Through official comments and subsequent meetings, working with the EPA promulgate clear, reasonable, and 
relevant emissions test limits for high efficiency residential wood heaters. 

 

 Currently developing a Commercial Biomass Thermal Efficiency Protocol to expand the market and provide 
consumers with improved transparency for large-scale biomass systems. 

 

 Supporting the Environmental Protection Agency’s development of an inclusive U.S. Heat Metering Standard that 
works for biomass heating systems. 

 
 
Creating Educational Resources for End-Users, Stakeholders, and Public Officials  
 

 Attracts nearly 50,000 views of the BTEC website annually, and reaches 7,000 biomass heating contacts per week 
through the “BTEC News” newsletter.   

 

 Training HVAC installers on the principles of biomass hydronic heater system design through “BTEC University.”   

 

 Received a $100,000 grant from the U.S. Forest Service to update and market the new Wood Energy Financial App, 
a simple online project calculator for potential commercial and institutional wood energy users.   

 

 Signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to support the deployment of wood-
to-energy systems and expanded research and recognition. 
 

 Raising awareness and recognition of biomass thermal systems through the “Biomass Green Heat Registered Site 
Program” and support of the second annual “National Bioenergy Day.”   

 

 Promoted the biomass thermal industry through regular features and articles in various energy publications, including 
Bioenergy International, Biomass Magazine, Hardwood News,  AHCR News, and North American Clean Energy.

 
Explore even more of BTEC’s policy and educational resources at biomassthermal.org.
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Member Committees & Working Groups 

 
 
Members of BTEC created these committees to help steer and shape the organization’s activities in several key areas. All are 
welcome to join one or more of these member-led groups.  If you cannot personally participate, please forward this along to 
individuals in your organization who may be interested. 
 

Policy and Government Affairs Committee 
Chair: Charlie Niebling (Innovative Natural Resource Solutions LLC) 
 

The legislative and regulatory interests of organizations involved in biomass thermal energy are often underrepresented in 
Washington. This committee develops and implements the organization’s government affairs strategy in coordination with 
BTEC’s legislative representatives in D.C.  
 
 

Technical and Regulatory Affairs Committee 
Chair: David Dungate (Bioenergy Project Partners) 
 

There is a need for impartial, authoritative research on many issues surrounding biomass thermal energy. This committee 
identifies the research agenda for the organization and helps develop white papers, reports, and other information that will 
help industry and public stakeholders make technically and economically sound decisions in regards to biomass thermal 
energy. It also deals with codes and standards projects and technical aspects of regulatory affairs. 
 
 

Education and Marketing Committee 
Chair: Vacant / BTEC Staff 
 

Education and outreach is key to improving public awareness on the benefits of biomass thermal energy. This committee 
helps guide the organization’s development of educational resources and outreach strategies. 
 
 

Business and Membership Committee 
Chair: Vacant 
 

As a trade association, it is critical for BTEC to continue developing creative ways to enhance member benefits and also 
attract new members to the group. This committee helps identify and address member needs and leads the organization’s 
efforts membership development. 
 
 

Thermal-Led CHP Working Group 
Chair: Vacant 
 
Combined heat and power that is thermal-led is a very efficient use for biomass systems, especially at the commercial and 
institutional and industrial scales. However, biomass CHP is not very well understood. This working group is in the process of 
drafting several informational documents aimed at various audiences in order to explain the ins and outs of when biomass 
CHP systems make sense and some of the technical challenges to be aware of.  
 
 

Wood Chip Standard Working Group 
Chair: Adam Sherman (Biomass Energy Resource Center) 
 
Led by the Biomass Energy Resource Center with grant funding from USDA, this working group is tasked to develop a 
standard for wood chip quality in the United States. Another project partner, the American Society of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineers, will ensure that the standard will meet requirements for ANSI accreditation. 
 

Commercial Thermal Efficiency Standard Working Group 
Chair: Vacant 
 
BTEC is developing a thermal efficiency standard for commercial-size boiler systems in order to fill the gap that currently  



 

 

 
 
 
exists in the North American standards space for these boilers. The working group will draft, revise, and work to begin the 
process of working with an ANSI accredited organization to create a national standard that is useful for the industry as well as 
providing a benchmark for tax incentive legislation such as the BTU Act, which depend on efficiency measurements.  
 
 

Biochar Working Group 
Chair: Vacant 
 
This working group is intended for anyone interested in the potential of biochar products and technologies for producing 
biochar. Other topics the group addresses are difficulties with developing a market and technical barriers that still need to be 
overcome.  
 
 

High Performance Buildings/DOE Better Buildings Alliance Working Group 
Chair: Vacant 
 
Green buildings standards are increasingly influential, but many initiatives and standards organizations either largely ignore or 
sometimes actually exclude biomass thermal systems. The purpose of this working group is to change this and influence the 
architectural, mechanical, and green buildings communities to better understand modern wood heating’s environmental and 
resiliency benefits. This may be done through webinars, white papers, and events/presentations at green building and 
sustainable energy conferences.  
 
 

Thermal Storage Working Group 
Chair: Vacant 
 
One of the key ways in which biomass boilers differ from their fossil fuel brethren is that biomass systems often incorporate 
thermal storage or buffer tanks to reduce boiler cycling in low-load situations among other reasons. However, with a wide 
variety of boiler designs on the market, thermal storage practices (and incentive program requirements) can also vary widely. 
The goal of this group is to generate information to demystify thermal storage and provide sound guidance from industry 
experts for how it should be used. 
 
 

Regional Affiliated Networks 
 
Northeast Biomass Thermal Working Group (NEBTWG) 
Liaison: Adam Sherman (Biomass Energy Resource Center) 
 
Heating the Midwest with Renewable Biomass (HTM) 
Liaison: T.J. Morice (Marth Companies) 
 
Mid-Atlantic / Pennsylvania Biomass Energy Association (PBEA) 
Liaison: Paul Lewandowski (AFS Energy Systems) 
 
West/Pacific 
Liaison: Marcus Kauffman (Oregon Department of Forestry) 
 

For more information, visit www.biomassthermal.org or contact: 
Aaron Aber 
Project Assistant 
aaron.aber@biomassthermal.org 
202-596-3974 x302 

http://www.biomassthermal.org/

